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P ) FMDandCSF

Report on the Central Network Resource, D-WP9-3b

(incorporating D-WP9-1b, Inventory of key electronc links, key
contributors, key stakeholders and needs assessmeaptions; and

D-WP9-2b, Create and administer the restricted- anebpen- access
websites, maintain development)

John B. Bashiruddin

Institute for Animal Health — Pirbright, Ash Rod&irbright, Woking GU24 ONF, UK

Introduction

Workpackage 9 aims to provide a communicationsfquiat for project partners
and to communicate reciprocally with the stakehdegarding issues on FMD and CSF
awareness and control. A web-based communicatitetfopm is operational with the
website addressttp://www.fmd-and-csf-action.orglt comprises general, open and
restricted areas as follows. General: Home Pagartaldor ‘Open’ and ‘Restricted’ areas;
Language — choice for navigation tabs; News; Aleftjpcoming events; Contact
information; Disclaimer; Resources — URLs of siteat have information on FMD and
CSF; Related Projects — information on other ptsjeSearch Box — searches entire site
(permission sensitive); External News — automdiicpblls news providers and screens
using keywords. Open site: About the project — moficthe technical annex; introduction,
better access to project partners, some diseaganafion and electronic links to further
information, work plans and expected deliverablesa — with FMD and CSF discussion
areas. Restricted site— not accessible from tha gpie: Partners News; Partners forum;
Partners Calendar; Contacts; Workspaces for aNtRs; Documents; Resources with key
electronic links and Reports for the EC.

Workpakage Objectives

Develop electronic communications centre for FMId &8F network to allow
— Information exchange between Partners
— CA related information distribution to the widefesttific community
— Feedback to and from stakeholder community
— The set up of a permanent platform for informatiigsemination
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Progress and Plans

Web Site

Paul-Michael Agapow of VieDigitale, is sub-contedttto develop enhancements
to the website. All previously mentioned functiatiaé of the website remain (see D-
WP9-3a). There was a problem with the website iB62that was noticed on the "28f
September with ‘comment spam’ where it was expdbite redirect users to other,
unrelated sites. This was rectified By ®ctober by PMA and the IT department at IAH-P
by installing a newer version of the operating esgstand other software patches. No data
could have been or was compromised; neverthelessited some disruption to the use of
the site which then had to be adjusted to restsualifunctions.

It is envisaged that publishable project outputhh @scalate in the next year and
that activities of the workpackages will be sufiaily conclusive to allow their publication
and reporting to the wider community. The websigsign will be modified slightly to
facilitate the dissemination of CA generated infation. New areas will be created in the
open site that mirror each workpackage that wilbval CA specific information to be
published for each workpackage together with relewaformation gathered from other
sources (see grey box in Figure 1).

Figure 1. Schematic representation of the FMD-CSEA website
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Stakeholders’ Workshop

A “Disease Control Workshop: Stakeholders’ Intesesin the use of
Science/Technology and Decision Making” was heldl@nMay 2006 at the Institute of
Animal Health — Pirbright. The participants incladdespresentatives from the National
Farmers Union (UK), British Veterinary AssociatioRRoyal College of Veterinary
Surgeons, Royal Veterinary College, Veterinary Lrabaries Agency, EIm Farm Research
Centre, COPA-COGECA, European Livestock AllianceBvN (Dutch Smallholders
Association), European Livestock and Meat Tradimgod, Federation of Veterinarians of
Europe, Defra, SVS-Scotland, the Netherlands Mwisif Agriculture, Institute of
Veterinary Medicine Hannover, IAH-Pirbright and eth. Discussion focused on (a) the
use of diagnostic tests; (b) control measures;(endtakeholders’ involvement in disease
control. The report is in preparation but conclgdirhoughts and Recommendations from
the Disease Control Workshop May 2006 may be aedessm:

http://www.fmd-and-csf-action.org/forums_new/fmdegti200609265331852024/post200611083496098769

This was a proactive method of engaging stakehslderthe work of the CA where
passive on line forums that attracted visits but dot result in many postings were
considered less useful in this pursuit.

Other Workpackages

A network of OIE and FAO FMD reference laboratories been formed with the
resources of Workpackage 2 and IAH. A web basednmanications platform with
molecular epidemiological tools called Referencebdratories Information System
(ReLalS) that will serve this network is under domstion. A schematic diagram of this
website and its relationships to information dasasais given in Figure 2. Figures 3 and 4
are composite screen shots of prototypes of théoBégetic Analysis Tool and Mapping
Visualisation Tool, respectively.

A database of risk assessments is also under gewela with Workpackage 3 and
will be operational early in 2007. A network of eate bank managers has also been
instigated under Workpackage 4 and there may le=d for a website for this network.

Figure 2. Schematic representation of the ReLalS ebsite
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Figure 3. Schematic representation of the ReLalSHylogenetic Analysis Tool
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Figure 4. Schematic representation of the ReLalS Bpping Visualisation Tool
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Publication

An invited publication entitled “Making better usé technological advances to
meet stakeholder needs” by M.J. Marshall, P.A. Roged J.B. Bashiruddin was
piublished in Rev sci tech. Off. Int. Epiz., 20@y(1), 233-251. The summary is copied
below:

Controlling transboundary diseases requires an usned and
collaborative international approach. Decisionsuthdve taken (and seen to
be taken) on advice from multidisciplinary teams sfientists and
representatives from all groups significantly afféec by the disease (the
‘stakeholders’). Changes in trade and travel mbat) tinless a new model is
developed for disease prevention, there is a reassipility that
transboundary animal diseases will become incrghsiiifficult to control.
The traditional government approach of dealing aliexclusively with the
commercial sector of the livestock industry is nader sufficient, and new
ways must be found to include all sectors, inclgdigrey’ husbandry
(fragmented, disparate groups whose involvemertt aitimals may range
from the legal and responsible to the unsancti@metior illegal).

The increasing convergence of human and animatthesues makes it
imperative to make the best possible use of news.tobhe particular
challenges confronting veterinary science are: gmérg the introduction of
disease, rapidly identifying disease and contrgllepidemics. This paper
focuses on the United Kingdom to investigate thedeguacies of current
approaches, identify needs, offer recommendatiom$ propose a new
approach to disease control, which emphasises Igtmbesiderations. The
objectives are: better participation across theirentsector, better
communication, better science and better decisiakimg, all of which
should lead to better security from disease.

Interactions with other EU Projects

The Workpackage 9 leader was involved in a seffi@setings for Working Group
1 of the EU European Technology Platform for Glohaimal Health (ETPGAH). More
information including the Strategic Research Ageisdavailable at:

http://www.ifah.be/Europe/EUPlatform/Platform.htm

The Workpackage 9 leader is involved in WP 3.2 Wid 6.4 of EPIZONE. The
objectives of Theme 3 are as follows and the spawibrk of WP 3.2 is education:
Support improving the excellence through collaboratin the network by
developing an efficient internal communication syst
Spread the excellence through external communitadidhe scientific community;
Public awareness and direct interaction to bothke$talders like farmers’
organisations and consumers.
WP 6.4 concerns Molecular Epidemiology and the ahbje is to produce a web based
platform with tools similar to those developed ftire FMD OIE/FAO Reference
Laboratory Network (see ‘Other Workpackages’ above)
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Conclusions

A web based system that has open and restrictegls dnave been created,
administered and development is ongoing. All theogpmmmed milestones and
deliverables for the second reporting period hasenbachieved. A stakeholder workshop
was successful in bringing together representatik@® a variety of livestock sectors.
Participation in other EU projects has been pursueere appropriate and synergistic.
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